










 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alapaha Judicial Circuit 



Summary 
 

Most Recent Request and Comment Letters 
Alapaha Judicial Circuit 

Request for the 3rd Judgeship 
 

Date of Letter Author Content 
April 30, 2007 Chief Judge Brooks E. Blitch, III Request for study to determine the 
 Alapaha Judicial Circuit need for a 3rd judgeship 
   
July 29, 2007 Ms. Cathy Harris Helms Letter of support for carryover of 
 District Attorney, Alapaha Judicial request for 3rd judgeship cites growth 
 Circuit in criminal cases and lack of State 
  Courts in four of the five counties 
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   

 
 

 









 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Atlanta Judicial Circuit 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Brunswick Judicial Circuit 



Summary 
 

Most Recent Request and Comment Letters 
 Brunswick Judicial Circuit 

Request for the 5th Judgeship 
 
Date of Letter Author Content
April 27, 2007 Chief Judge James R. Tuten, Jr. Request to acknowledge carryover 
 Brunswick Judicial Circuit status for 5th judgeship 
   
July 31, 2007 Representative Jerry Keen Letter of support for the 5th  
 House Majority Leader judgeship cites population growth 
 District 179  
   
August 1, 2007 Representative Cecily A. Hill Letter of support for an additional 
 District 180 judgeship cites population 
   
August 3, 2007 President Robert W. Guy, Jr. Letter of support for carryover 
 Camden County Bar Association status for 5th judgeship cites 
  population growth and large 
  geographical area of circuit 
   
August 6, 2007 Representative Roger Lane Letter of support for 5th judgeship 
 District 167 Cites population growth also notes 
  no State Court in Camden County 
  with an active Drug/DUI court 
   
August 8, 2008 Mr. Tony Thaw Letter of support for 5th judgeship 
 Chair cites fiscal costs of boarding 
 Glynn County Board of inmates in other counties 
 Commissioners  
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
   
 
 

 























 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alcovy Judicial Circuit 
 
 

Alteration of Circuit Boundaries 



M E M O R A N D U M  
 

August 7, 2007 
 

 
 
TO:  Members of the Judicial Council 
 
FROM: David L. Ratley 
 
RE:  Director’s Report 

____________________________________________ 
 
 
Director’s Office.  In the coming weeks a Chief Budget Officer will be hired to assume 
responsibility for all AOC budget matters and serve as budget liaison to the Judicial 
Council, the Executive branch and the General Assembly. The Chief Budget Officer will 
report directly to me. The addition of this key position represents my intention to focus 
attention on streamlining and strengthening the current budgetary process as well as 
giving greater attention to management of expenditures over the course of the fiscal year.  
 
Realignments.  Mr. Vince Harris will continue as Associate Director for Operations and 
Support Services overseeing the Information Technology section as well as AOC 
facilities and property management. Mr. Randy Dennis, now an Associate Director, will 
continue as Chief Accounting Officer overseeing AOC accounting and payroll sections.  
Ms. Jane Martin will head a new AOC division focused on Children, Families and the 
Courts. 
 
NCSC Studies.  I am pleased to report that the AOC has contracted with the National 
Center for State Courts to conduct studies and develop recommendations in three areas: 
1) AOC financial reporting processes internally and to constituent groups; 2) a staffing 
needs assessment of our trial courts that is based on current caseloads and population 
trends; 3) identify the concerns of the Georgia judiciary regarding future directions for 
the AOC.  In the coming weeks I will keep you informed on the progress of these studies. 
 
Professional Development.  The Carl Vinson Institute of Government will provide 
professional development training for AOC mid-level managers. A three-day course, 
similar to the Institute’s Executive Leadership Program, will be conducted in-house. The 
executive management team has already begun the leadership training program and will 
work toward completion of that program. The agency will also take advantage of 
customer service training and other training opportunities available through the State 
Personnel Administration. 
 
We will continue to refine and improve AOC services to the Judicial Council and the 
Georgia Courts.  
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Board of Court Reporting Annual Report 
 
The Board of Court Reporting of the Judicial Council of Georgia is the governing body that 

defines and regulates the practice of verbatim court reporting in the state.  The Board ensures the 

proficiency and competency of reporters by creating and enforcing standards for court reporters, 

overseeing the certification process, and mandating continuing education requirements. In 

accordance with O.C.G.A. §15-14-27, the administrative operations are performed by the 

Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC).  The AOC provides staff to the Board for the primary 

responsibilities of administering certification exams, licensure of court reporters, registration of 

court reporting firms, compliance of mandated continuing education, and processing of 

grievances filed against court reporters. The Board encourages growth of the profession by 

promoting involvement in associations for the exchange of ideas and educational services.  

 

Nine members comprise the Board of Court Reporting of the Judicial Council of Georgia: five 

certified court reporters, two attorney representatives from the State Bar of Georgia, one superior 

court judge, and one state court judge.  The Judicial Council of Georgia ratifies the Board’s rules 

and appoints members annually. 

 
Board of Court Reporting 2006 Activities 

 
Meetings Held. The Board of Court Reporting held four meetings last year.  The Board also 

held two testing retreats, creating the written and dictation portions of the two exams that were 

administered during the year.  The Court Reporters’ Training Council, created by the Board 

for the purpose of developing and implementing procedures and standards for mandated 

continuing education, met in the Spring and Fall of 2006. The Georgia Certified Court 

Reporters Association (GCCRA), an organization created by the Board to improve the court 

reporting profession, provides a forum for the exchange of ideas and to further the education of 

its members. GCCRA published four quarterly newsletters, “On the Record”, held a fall 

continuing education seminar, and held their annual business meeting.   

 

Complaints. The Board of Court Reporting received twenty-one (21) grievances and held four 

(4) formal hearings. The Office of the Attorney General represented the Board at a hearing 

resulting from a Board-initiated grievance.   
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Appeals.   The Superior Court of Fulton County affirmed a 2005 Final Order of the Board, 

regarding a court reporter’s misconduct and violation of the Board’s rules and regulations, on 

June 23, 2006. The Court of Appeals issued an order denying the application for Discretionary 

Appeal on August 18, 2006. 

 

Certifications.  Court reporters are certified by testing or reciprocity.  Last year, thirty-one 

percent of the test applicants successfully passed the certification exam. The Board administered 

two exams, with the help of AOC Staff.  The Board offered a “Tips for the Test Seminar” prior to 

each test for applicants to learn what to expect on the test, and how to best prepare for it.  

Twenty-four applicants were also approved for certification by reciprocity. The state of Georgia 

has 1132 active court reporters and 128 registered court reporting firms. 

 

Board Goals and Accomplishments.  The Board published a newly revised Continuing 

Education Manual, with the assistance of the Court Reporters Training Council, reflecting rule 

changes to the mandated training requirements. Effective November 2006, court reporters may 

track their continuing education credits online through the Institute of Judicial Education (ICJE). 

In an effort to streamline the Formal Grievance procedures, the Board created new forms 

requiring additional information from individual(s) filing complaints.  The Board implemented 

changes in testing, requiring individuals to pass the written portion of the exam with 80% 

accuracy.  Passing the written portion of the exam is now a prerequisite to the dictation skills test.  

The Board, with the help of AOC Staff, organized and implemented two seminars for newly 

certified court reporters, as required by Board rules. 

 

Board Initiatives for FY 2008.  The Board has set the following performance initiatives for 

FY2008:  

 The overall objective of the Certification Committee of the Board is to increase the 

percentage of court reporters certified by testing. Additionally, the Committee will study 

the trend of increased applications for certification by reciprocity and its impact on the 

profession.  The Committee will work on protocols for administering the test, as well as 

for grading the test. 

 The Rules Committee is set to conduct a biennial audit of the Board’s rules and bylaws 

for conformity with Georgia laws and statutes. The Rules Committee will also make an 

effort to ensure that the Rules are clear and concise.  The general intent is for court 
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reporters to maintain certification without risking suspension or revocation for failure to 

comply with the rules and standards of practice of the profession. 

 The Board offers court reporters the option of online application for, and renewal of 

certification. Studies show other regulatory and professional licensing boards experience 

a success rate of 90-95% of individuals adhering to an established or statutory deadline.  

In an effort to improve the renewal rate by the statutory deadline of April 1, the Board 

will intermittently provide official notices encouraging the use of online renewal. The 

goal is to have an 85% renewal rate of certified reporters by April 1, 2008. Additionally, 

the Board seeks to offer online license renewals for registered court reporting firms, a 

first for registered firm owners. 

 The Board strives for superior customer service by providing innovative methods to 

respond to its external and internal customers.  One method of fostering a high level of 

quality service is by automating routine processes of the Board.  The automation process 

will be accomplished in part by enhancing the website from an informational portal to a 

more interactive portal. Customers will have immediate access to a calendar of events, 

current rules and bylaws of the Board, a list of noncompliant reporters, a fee schedule and 

compensation chart, the ability to register for upcoming training seminars, and license 

renewals. This will increase efficiency in the standard operating practices. 

 The Board will publish its own informational newsletter twice a year, in a continued 

effort to keep certified court reporters in Georgia informed of Board activities, Board 

Rules, and those reporters who are suspended or revoked.  The first issue is scheduled to 

be published in Summer, 2007. 

 The Board will continue to organize and implement, with the help of AOC Staff, the 

LEAP Seminar for newly certified reporters, offering the Seminar twice each year.  The 

Board plans to move toward offering the seminar once each year, beginning in 2008. 

 The Board and AOC Staff will continue to administer the Georgia Certified Court 

Reporting Exam, offering the Exam twice each year, in the Spring and Fall.  The Board 

will hold Testing Retreats for the purpose of creating the exam and to discuss testing and 

grading procedures. The hired Testing Facilitator and invited certified court reporters 

from across the state will participate in the Testing Retreats.  The Board will also 

continue to hire the Testing Facilitator to conduct a “Tips for the Test Seminar” prior to 

each exam. 
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A RESOLUTION OF COMMENDATION 

  

Commending Mr. Skip Chesshire, Superior Court Administrator, Cobb 

Judicial Circuit: 

  

WHEREAS, Skip Chesshire has served Cobb County as Superior Court 

Administrator for the past 20 years and his reputation as a leader and 

innovator in court administration has earned him the respect of colleagues 

nation-wide; and  

  

WHEREAS, Skip Chesshire served as the driving force behind the creation 

of the Georgia Council of Court Administrators and as that organization’s 

founding president; and 

 

WHEREAS, Skip Chesshire has more recently served as president of the 

National Association of Court Management from July 2006 to July 2007, 

and by virtue of that position, is also serving a three-year term on the 

board of directors of the National Center of State Courts; and 

  

WHEREAS, the National Association of Court Management is an 

international organization with more than 3,000 members, including court 

administrators from Africa, Australia, and other nations; and 

  

WHEREAS, the National Center of State Courts board consists of 21 

members, including six state Supreme Court Chief Justices, and provides 

judicial guidance and information to the U.S. Congress; and 



  

WHEREAS, Skip Chesshire's insight, abilities, vision, and commitment to 

excellence in the performance of his duties has earned well deserved 

professional recognition for himself and has similarly brought honor and 

prestige to the Superior Court of Cobb County and the Judicial Branch of 

Georgia. 

  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF 

GEORGIA that this body does hereby commend and congratulate Skip 

Chesshire on being recognized nation-wide for his outstanding abilities and 

express our deepest gratitude for his service to the Judicial Branch of the 

State of Georgia, to Cobb County, and all of the citizens of this State.  

 

Presented this 28th day of August, 2007 

 

 

        

Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears 

Chair, Judicial Council of Georgia 
 




