














Alapaha Judicial Circuit



Summary

Most Recent Request and Comment Letters
Alapaha Judicial Circuit
Request for the 3" Judgeship

Date of Letter Author Content

April 30, 2007 Chief Judge Brooks E. Blitch, 111 Request for study to determine the
Alapaha Judicial Circuit need for a 3" judgeship

July 29,2007  Ms. Cathy Harris Helms Letter of support for carryover of
District Attorney, Alapaha Judicial  request for 3™ judgeship cites growth
Circuit in criminal cases and lack of State

Courts in four of the five counties



SuperiCourts

BROOKS E. BLITCH, 111 HW LOTT
ALAPAHA JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
BCL Box 335 2, Box 348
Homerville, Georgia 31634 ATKINSON, BERRIEN, CLINCH, COOK AND LANIER COUNTIES Lenox, Georgin 31637
(4121 487.2230 {912} 6863153
DANE PERKINS . W.D. KNIGHT
Adm. Judge Ap}"ﬂ 30, 2007 Senior Judge
20O Box 606 PO, Box 848
NMashvilie, Georgia 31639 Nashville, Georgia 31639
(9123 686-2180 {912 686-7400

Honorable Leah Ward Sears

Chief Justice, Supreme Court of Georgia
507 State Judicial Building

Atlanta, Georgia 30334

Dear Chief Justice Sears:

[ have been told by our Court Administrator, John Cowart, that his preliminary count of
the caseload indicated that our circuit would qualify for a third judge. Therefore, I am
requesting that the Administrative Office of the Courts conduct a formal study to
determine if an additional judgeship is needed in the Alapaha Circuit.

Sincerely,

cc: Mr. David L. Ratley .~
Suite 300, 244 Washington Stre
Atlanta, GA 30334
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CATHY HARRIs HELMS
TR AATTORNEY
Avaralis oo, Crourr
Arranson, Brrgdsy, Copseinn, Cosor AND
oamaer CouNTes

July 29, 2007

David L. Ratley

Director, Administrative Office of the Courts _
Judicial Council of Georgia N
Suite 300 h e
244 Washington Street SW

Atlanta GA 30334-5900

RE: Carryover Status of Additional Judgeship in the Alapaha Judicial Circuit

Dear Mr. Ratley:

I thank you for your letter dated July 16, 2007, requesting my input concerning our
circuit’s carryover status in connection with the request for a third superior court
judgeship. Please consider this letter as my response and | respectfully request you
convey it to the Judicial Council.

As you may recall from my previous letter, when | took office as District Attorney in
2005, there was no systematic record-keeping in the circuit regarding the criminal
caseload. | initially implemented a MS Access database system within my office to keep
track of our cases. In 2006, we successfully incorporated this database into a new web-
based database called Tracker which is maintained by PAC.

Since March of 2005, we have opened 6,159 criminal cases. (A “case” is counted as
any charge or charges against one or more individuals arising out of the same act or
transaction; it is pot each individual warrant.) There are currently 1,782 cases pending
in the circuit. During this time period, we have opened an average of 195 criminal cases
per month and resolved on average 140 cases each month. My four assistants and |
each carry a caseload of approximately 336 cases. This is an extremely heavy
caseload per prosecutor.
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Page 2
David L. Ratley Letter
July 29, 2007

Ancther point fo consider is that four (4) of the five (5) counties in this circuit do not
have a state court, so the superior court also handies ali misdemeanor criminal cases.
While | cannot speak to the civil caseload, as you can see the criminal caseload in this

circuit is sizeable.

From my perspective, an additional superior court judgeship is needed in this circuit to
adequately handle the criminal caseload.

| thank you for the opportunity to address the Judicial Council and appreciate your
interest in our circuit. If you or the Judicial Council have any questions, please feel free
to contact me and | will be happy to address them.

?Jncaraiy yours

Vi W b—
u ;i
Cathy Harrig Helms
chelms@pacga.otg
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Brunswick Judicial Circuit



Date of Letter

Summary

Most Recent Request and Comment Letters
Brunswick Judicial Circuit
Request for the 5™ Judgeship

Author

April 27, 2007

July 31, 2007

August 1, 2007

August 3, 2007

August 6, 2007

August 8, 2008

Chief Judge James R. Tuten, Jr.
Brunswick Judicial Circuit

Representative Jerry Keen
House Majority Leader
District 179

Representative Cecily A. Hill
District 180

President Robert W. Guy, Jr.
Camden County Bar Association

Representative Roger Lane
District 167

Mr. Tony Thaw

Chair

Glynn County Board of
Commissioners

Content
Request to acknowledge carryover
status for 5" judgeship

Letter of support for the 5™
judgeship cites population growth

Letter of support for an additional
judgeship cites population

Letter of support for carryover
status for 5" judgeship cites
population growth and large
geographical area of circuit

Letter of support for 5™ judgeship
Cites population growth also notes
no State Court in Camden County
with an active Drug/DUI court

Letter of support for 5" judgeship
cites fiscal costs of boarding
inmates in other counties



JUDGE JAMES R. TUTEN, JR.
SUPERIOR COURTS OF GECRGIA

BRUNSWICK JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

GLYNN COUNTY COURTHOUSE
POST OFFICE BOX 1472 TELEPHONE (912) 5854-7372

BRUNSWICK, GEQORGIA 31521 BRUNSWICK, GEORGIA 31520 FAX{S12)264-814%

April 27, 2007

Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears
Chair, Judicial Council of Georgia
Suite 300

244 Washington Street, S.W.
Arlanta, GA 30334-590¢C

Dear Chief Justice Sears:

This request 1s in response to your recent notification that
the Council has authorized the Administrative Office of the Courts
to accept reguests for studies to determine the need for additional
judgeships in the Georgia Superior Courts.

As Chief Judge of the Superior Courts of the Brunswick
Judicial Circuit, and on behalf of the other active Judges of the
circuit, I hereby submit our formal regquest that the Administrative
Office of the Courts conduct a study to determine the need for an
additional iudgeship for thisg circuit.

Please note that the Judicial Council recommended a fifth
Superior Court Judgeship for this circuit last year, and this is a
carryover reguest. We feel that the request for an additicnal
judgeship in this Circuit is fully warranted, and we appreciate the
Council’s consideration.

JRT,JR/cfE

cec: David L. Ratley, Director
Administrative Office of the
Courts



JERRYKEEN House of Representatives

MAJORITY LEADER
REF msgrxgémc,e B 24250 338 STATE CAPITOL STANDING COMMITTEES
2 . 3 O :

ST. SIMONS ISLAND, GEORGIA 31522 ATLAD '223;;;‘;2‘;;? 30334
(912) 634-4500 () A APPROPRIATION
(912) 634-4522 (FAX) (104) 636-5902 (FAX) BTHICS

EMAIL: fikeen@bellsouth.net PUBLIC UTILITIES &

TELECOMMUNICATIONS
RULES

July 31, 2007

Mr. David L. Ratley

Suite 300

244 Washington Street, S.W.
Atlanta, Georgia 30334-5900

Dear Mr. Ratley,

Please find attached the population projections for 2020, that indicate
Camden and Glynn Counties are expected to add population at a significantly
greater rate than the state as a whole. The counties include about two-thirds
of the population of the Brunswick Judicial Circuit. The increase in the
workload of the Circuit already reflects that trend, as the civil and criminal
caseloads have increased dramatically over the past two vears (by 12.8% and
16.8% respectively).

I firmly believe this data clearly demonstrates the need for an
additional Judge for the Brunswick Judicial Circuit. If further information
would be of assistance, please do not hesitate to contact me.

Sincer%/

Jerry Keen
Majority Leader

Enclosures . i %
e RECENEY
tﬁ%%%%%i}gﬁ%



BRUNSWICK JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
POPULATION BY COUNTY - 2000 CENSUS'

APPLING 17,419 10.37%
CAMDEN 43,664 26.01%
GLYNN 67,568 40.24%
JEFF DAVIS 12,684 7.56%
WAYNE 26,565 156.82%
TOTAL 167,900 100.00%

" U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census Quickfacts.



CAMDEN AND GLYNN COUNTIES
PROJECTED 2020 POPULATION AND
PROJECTED STATEWIDE POPULATION GROWTH?

2000 POPULATION 2020 POPULATION % GROWTH

CAMDEN 43,664 65,453 49.9%
GLYNN 67,568 92,121 36.3%
GEORGIA 8,186,453 10,843,753 32.5%

¢ Population Projections for the Ten County Coastal Region, Center for Quality Growth
and Regional Development, Georgia Institute of Technology, September 2006 [County
projections]; U.S, Census Bureau, U.S. Interim Projections [State projection]



BRUNSWICK JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
WORK LOAD INCREASE, 2005 - 2007

APPLING CAMDEN GLYNN JEFF DAVIS WAYNE

2005 561 1368 1867 494 729
CIVIL

2007 608 1790 2168 462 632
CIVIL®

CIRCUIT
CIVIL
CASELOAD 2019 to 5660 (12.8%)

INCREASE
2005 - 2007

2005 135 531 878 158 391
CRIMINAL

2007 174 660 932 212 466
CRIMINAL*

CIRCUIT

CRIMINAL

CASELOAD 2083 TO 2444 (16.8%)
INCREASE

2005 - 2007

® Projected, based on doubling of case counts as of June 30, 2007.

* Projected, based on doubling of case counts as of June 30, 2007.
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CECILY HILL .
ST. ‘%iggs%};%igﬁii?SSS ATLAN;&;&E??E;;A 30334 GAME, FISH & PARKS - VICE CHAIR
N §73. ) ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & TOURISM
(912} 673-71373 {0} i
BANKS & BANKING
o) 6716357 (FAS TRANSPORTATION
{9123 673-6337 (FAX)
E-MAIL: Cecily@Cecilyhiil.com August 1, 2007

Mr. David Ratley, Director

Judicial Council of Georgia
Administrative Office of the Courts
244 Washington Street, S W, Ste. 300
Atlanta, GA 30334-5900

Dear Mr. Ratley,

As I am sure you are aware the Brunswick Judicial Circuit is in dire need of an additional
Judge. Population projections indicate that Camden and Glynn are expected to add
population at a significantly greater rate than the state as a whole. These counties include
about 2/3 of the population of the Brunswick Judicial Circuit. The increased workload of
the circuit already reflects this trend. The civil and criminal caseload has increased
dramatically over the years.

In the past, we have requested an additional Judge, but have now reached a desperate
situation. In order to continue to carryout the judicial process, the addition of another
judge is crucial.

1 am asking that you please give the needs of the Brunswick Judicial Circuit careful
consideration when making your decision on the judgeship request.

Respectfully,

Rep. Cecily A. Hill



CAMDEN COUNTY BAR ASSOCIATION
P.O. BOX 5130
ST. MARYS, GA 31558
912-729-3635

August 3, 2007

David L. Ratley, Director
Administrative Office of the Courts
Judicial Council of Georgia

244 Washington Street, S.W., Suite 300
Atlanta, GA 30334-5900

Re:  5th Superior Court Judgeship Request for the Brunswick Judicial Circuit
Dear Mr. Ratley and Members of the Judicial Council:

In response to your letter dated July 20, 2007 I wanted to write to you today in support of
the 5th Superior Court Judgeship for the Brunswick Judicial Circuit. The Camden County Bar
Association has over 25 attorney members with varied practice areas. We uniquely understand
the necessity for increased access to the courts. The population and case load for the Brunswick
Judicial Circuit has grown to the point that we are in desperate need for a 5th Superior Court
Judge. Our 4 current Superior Court Judges assisted by Senior Judges and Juvenile Judges work
hard to meet the increasing demands of our judicial system, but they cannot do it alone. The
Brunswick Judicial Circuit encompasses the five counties of Appling, Camden, Glynn, Jeff
Davis, Wayne and stretches over 120 miles from Hazlehurst to St. Marys. This expansive circuit
needs an additional Superior Court Judge.

Therefore, we respectfully request that you give priority to the creation of the 5th
Superior Court Judgeship for the Brunswick Judicial Circuit so that our clients do not live out the
adage of Justice Delayed is Justice Denied.

Thank you for your consideration and attention to this request.
Sincerely yours,

Camden County Bar Association

~ By: Robert W Guy, Jr.
Its: President



House of Representatives S

ALV IS COMMITTEES:
REFRESENTATIVE, DISTRICT 167 LEGISLATIVE OFFICE RUILDING, ROOM 464 OMMITTEES:
PO.BOX 8D ATLANTA, GEORGIA 36334
i RG T ans ek IDICIARY - CIVIL
DARIEN, GEORGIA 31365 (404) 656-0109 JUDICIARY - T
(912} 264-8296 (0) (404) 651-8086 (FAX) REAPPORTIONMENT, VICE-CHAIRMAN

NATURAL RESGURCES & ENVIRONMENT

{912} 437-3546 (H)
(9123 365-3737 {FAX) .
E-MAIL: rogeriane®@hotmail.com August 63 2007

Hon. David L. Ratley, Director :
Judicial Council of Georgia
Administrative Office of the Courts

Suite 300, 244 Washington Street, SW

Atlanta, GA 30334-5900

e

Re:  Fifth Superior Court Judgeship for the Brunswick jti&icial Circuit
Dear Mr. Ratley:

I am in receipt of your letter of July 16, 2007, in regards to the above-referenced
matter. The Brunswick Judicial Circuit’s carryover status for an additional Superior Court
Judgeship indicates the Circuit’s need for an additional Superior Court Judgeship based upon
the Circuit’s caseload and population.

Additionally, the Brunswick Judicial Circuit, composed of Appling, Jeff Davis,
Wayne, Camden and Glynn County is experiencing a significant growth in population and
some estimate the population to double within the next ten (10) years. These estimates are
based upon the explosion of baby boomer retirees who wish to focate to the coastal arcas.

The distance between the courthouses in the Brunswick Judicial Circuit is another
factor which strains the Circuit’s judicial resources. From Brunswick on the east coast (o
Baxley, the westernmost courthouse in the Circuit, is a distance of about 100 miles. This
requires the current judges to spend a considerable amount of time traveling throughout the
Circuit.

Another factor which adds to the workload of the current Superior Court judges is that
one of the largest counties in the Circuit. Camden County, does not have a State Court and
the Superior Court judges have to handle the caseload that would normally be handled bya
State Court. Camden County also has a Drug/DUI Court which is very active and has
produced some amazing results. It requires a considerable amount of time by the judges to
conduct this Court.



Hon. David L. Ratley, Director
Judicial Council of Georgia
August 6, 2007

Page 2

Based upon the carryover status for a fifth judge for the Brunswick Judicial Circuit.
combined with these additional factors which affect the current workload for the Superior
Court judges, there is a great need for an additional judgeship for this Circuit and I request
that the Judicial Council consider these additional factors in making their priority ranking
recommendations for the General Assembly and the Governor.

If anything further is needed in these regards please feel free to call upon me and I
appreciate the work which the Judicial Council and you do in these regards.

Sincerely vours,
ROGER B. LANE
RBL/jj



BR/037/2887 @917 3125547556 GLYNN CNTY COMMISSIO PAGE B2/82

GLYNN COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

HISTORIC GLYNN SOLINTY COURTHOUSE, 701 “G" STREET. BRINSWICK, GA 21320 $12/8%4-7400 FAX STUESL7500 -

August 8, 2007

ZARIL SONENN, DISTRICT 4

Mr. David L. Ratley
Director

Judicial Council of Georgia FOWAAD LYNN, DISTRICT &
Administrative Office of the Courts - e
244 Washington Street, S. W., Suite 300 CAR FENDIG, AT-LARGE FOST 2
Atlanta, GA 30334-5900

ULRICH KELLER, DISTRICT 2
TOMNY THAW, (HETAIDT 2

Dear Mr. Ratley:

This is in response to your letter of July 16, 2007, regarding the 5™ judgeship for the
Brunswick Judicial Circuit. I want to reiterate that everything that Judge James R. Tuten
advised you earlier about the Court requirements in this circuit as well as the comments
by last years’ chairman of the County Commission, Mr. Don Hogan is still very much the
state of the current situation.

The extra judgeship for this judicial circuit is a high priovity for the Glynn County
Commission. This fiscal year Glynn County will be beating the cost of boarding out
inmates to neighboring counties in the amount of $600,000 - $700,000. We feel strongly
that a major contributing factor creating the need for this inmate boarding cost is the
extended time it takes to prepare for and process cases in the courts. An added judgeship
to this circuit would tremendously help alleviate the court backleg in the circuit. Any
help yvou and the Judicial Council of Georgia can lend to this effort would be greatly

appreciated.
Thank you.
Smcerely,
2
"
i Topy Thaw
NP

TT:je
Copy: Supericr Court Fudge James R. Tuten
Representative Jerry Keen

Buperior Court & Retated Corres/Tavid L. RetleyDireotor Jadichnl Council (8% Judgrship) August 2007



Alcovy Judicial Circuit

Alteration of Circuit Boundaries



MEMORANDUM

August 7, 2007

TO: Members of the Judicial Council
FROM: David L. Ratley
RE: Director’s Report

Director’s Office. In the coming weeks a Chief Budget Officer will be hired to assume
responsibility for all AOC budget matters and serve as budget liaison to the Judicial
Council, the Executive branch and the General Assembly. The Chief Budget Officer will
report directly to me. The addition of this key position represents my intention to focus
attention on streamlining and strengthening the current budgetary process as well as
giving greater attention to management of expenditures over the course of the fiscal year.

Realignments. Mr. Vince Harris will continue as Associate Director for Operations and
Support Services overseeing the Information Technology section as well as AOC
facilities and property management. Mr. Randy Dennis, now an Associate Director, will
continue as Chief Accounting Officer overseeing AOC accounting and payroll sections.
Ms. Jane Martin will head a new AOC division focused on Children, Families and the
Courts.

NCSC Studies. | am pleased to report that the AOC has contracted with the National
Center for State Courts to conduct studies and develop recommendations in three areas:
1) AOC financial reporting processes internally and to constituent groups; 2) a staffing
needs assessment of our trial courts that is based on current caseloads and population
trends; 3) identify the concerns of the Georgia judiciary regarding future directions for
the AOC. In the coming weeks | will keep you informed on the progress of these studies.

Professional Development. The Carl Vinson Institute of Government will provide
professional development training for AOC mid-level managers. A three-day course,
similar to the Institute’s Executive Leadership Program, will be conducted in-house. The
executive management team has already begun the leadership training program and will
work toward completion of that program. The agency will also take advantage of
customer service training and other training opportunities available through the State
Personnel Administration.

We will continue to refine and improve AOC services to the Judicial Council and the
Georgia Courts.



TAB 16

REPORT ON BUDGET MATTERS

MATERIALS WILL BE PRESENTED AS A HANDOUT AT THE MEETING



Board of Court Reporting Annual Report

The Board of Court Reporting of the Judicial Council of Georgia is the governing body that
defines and regulates the practice of verbatim court reporting in the state. The Board ensures the
proficiency and competency of reporters by creating and enforcing standards for court reporters,
overseeing the certification process, and mandating continuing education requirements. In
accordance with O.C.G.A. §15-14-27, the administrative operations are performed by the
Administrative Office of the Courts (AOC). The AOC provides staff to the Board for the primary
responsibilities of administering certification exams, licensure of court reporters, registration of
court reporting firms, compliance of mandated continuing education, and processing of
grievances filed against court reporters. The Board encourages growth of the profession by

promoting involvement in associations for the exchange of ideas and educational services.

Nine members comprise the Board of Court Reporting of the Judicial Council of Georgia: five
certified court reporters, two attorney representatives from the State Bar of Georgia, one superior
court judge, and one state court judge. The Judicial Council of Georgia ratifies the Board’s rules

and appoints members annually.

Board of Court Reporting 2006 Activities

Meetings Held. The Board of Court Reporting held four meetings last year. The Board also
held two testing retreats, creating the written and dictation portions of the two exams that were
administered during the year. The Court Reporters’ Training Council, created by the Board
for the purpose of developing and implementing procedures and standards for mandated
continuing education, met in the Spring and Fall of 2006. The Georgia Certified Court
Reporters Association (GCCRA), an organization created by the Board to improve the court
reporting profession, provides a forum for the exchange of ideas and to further the education of
its members. GCCRA published four quarterly newsletters, “On the Record”, held a fall

continuing education seminar, and held their annual business meeting.

Complaints. The Board of Court Reporting received twenty-one (21) grievances and held four
(4) formal hearings. The Office of the Attorney General represented the Board at a hearing

resulting from a Board-initiated grievance.



Appeals. The Superior Court of Fulton County affirmed a 2005 Final Order of the Board,
regarding a court reporter’s misconduct and violation of the Board’s rules and regulations, on
June 23, 2006. The Court of Appeals issued an order denying the application for Discretionary
Appeal on August 18, 2006.

Certifications. Court reporters are certified by testing or reciprocity. Last year, thirty-one
percent of the test applicants successfully passed the certification exam. The Board administered
two exams, with the help of AOC Staff. The Board offered a “Tips for the Test Seminar” prior to
each test for applicants to learn what to expect on the test, and how to best prepare for it.
Twenty-four applicants were also approved for certification by reciprocity. The state of Georgia

has 1132 active court reporters and 128 registered court reporting firms.

Board Goals and Accomplishments. The Board published a newly revised Continuing
Education Manual, with the assistance of the Court Reporters Training Council, reflecting rule
changes to the mandated training requirements. Effective November 2006, court reporters may
track their continuing education credits online through the Institute of Judicial Education (ICJE).
In an effort to streamline the Formal Grievance procedures, the Board created new forms
requiring additional information from individual(s) filing complaints. The Board implemented
changes in testing, requiring individuals to pass the written portion of the exam with 80%
accuracy. Passing the written portion of the exam is now a prerequisite to the dictation skills test.
The Board, with the help of AOC Staff, organized and implemented two seminars for newly

certified court reporters, as required by Board rules.

Board Initiatives for FY 2008. The Board has set the following performance initiatives for
FY2008:

» The overall objective of the Certification Committee of the Board is to increase the
percentage of court reporters certified by testing. Additionally, the Committee will study
the trend of increased applications for certification by reciprocity and its impact on the
profession. The Committee will work on protocols for administering the test, as well as
for grading the test.

» The Rules Committee is set to conduct a biennial audit of the Board’s rules and bylaws
for conformity with Georgia laws and statutes. The Rules Committee will also make an

effort to ensure that the Rules are clear and concise. The general intent is for court



reporters to maintain certification without risking suspension or revocation for failure to
comply with the rules and standards of practice of the profession.

The Board offers court reporters the option of online application for, and renewal of
certification. Studies show other regulatory and professional licensing boards experience
a success rate of 90-95% of individuals adhering to an established or statutory deadline.
In an effort to improve the renewal rate by the statutory deadline of April 1, the Board
will intermittently provide official notices encouraging the use of online renewal. The
goal is to have an 85% renewal rate of certified reporters by April 1, 2008. Additionally,
the Board seeks to offer online license renewals for registered court reporting firms, a
first for registered firm owners.

The Board strives for superior customer service by providing innovative methods to
respond to its external and internal customers. One method of fostering a high level of
quality service is by automating routine processes of the Board. The automation process
will be accomplished in part by enhancing the website from an informational portal to a
more interactive portal. Customers will have immediate access to a calendar of events,
current rules and bylaws of the Board, a list of noncompliant reporters, a fee schedule and
compensation chart, the ability to register for upcoming training seminars, and license
renewals. This will increase efficiency in the standard operating practices.

The Board will publish its own informational newsletter twice a year, in a continued
effort to keep certified court reporters in Georgia informed of Board activities, Board
Rules, and those reporters who are suspended or revoked. The first issue is scheduled to
be published in Summer, 2007.

The Board will continue to organize and implement, with the help of AOC Staff, the
LEAP Seminar for newly certified reporters, offering the Seminar twice each year. The
Board plans to move toward offering the seminar once each year, beginning in 2008.

The Board and AOC Staff will continue to administer the Georgia Certified Court
Reporting Exam, offering the Exam twice each year, in the Spring and Fall. The Board
will hold Testing Retreats for the purpose of creating the exam and to discuss testing and
grading procedures. The hired Testing Facilitator and invited certified court reporters
from across the state will participate in the Testing Retreats. The Board will also
continue to hire the Testing Facilitator to conduct a “Tips for the Test Seminar” prior to

each exam.
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REPORT FROM GEORGIA COURTS AUTOMATION COMMISSION

MATERIALS WILL BE PRESENTED AS A HANDOUT AT THE MEETING



A RESOLUTION OF COMMENDATION

Commending Mr. Skip Chesshire, Superior Court Administrator, Cobb

Judicial Circuit:

WHEREAS, Skip Chesshire has served Cobb County as Superior Court
Administrator for the past 20 years and his reputation as a leader and
innovator in court administration has earned him the respect of colleagues

nation-wide; and

WHEREAS, Skip Chesshire served as the driving force behind the creation
of the Georgia Council of Court Administrators and as that organization’s

founding president; and

WHEREAS, Skip Chesshire has more recently served as president of the
National Association of Court Management from July 2006 to July 2007,
and by virtue of that position, is also serving a three-year term on the

board of directors of the National Center of State Courts; and

WHEREAS, the National Association of Court Management is an
international organization with more than 3,000 members, including court

administrators from Africa, Australia, and other nations; and

WHEREAS, the National Center of State Courts board consists of 21
members, including six state Supreme Court Chief Justices, and provides

judicial guidance and information to the U.S. Congress; and



WHEREAS, Skip Chesshire's insight, abilities, vision, and commitment to
excellence in the performance of his duties has earned well deserved
professional recognition for himself and has similarly brought honor and
prestige to the Superior Court of Cobb County and the Judicial Branch of

Georgia.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE JUDICIAL COUNCIL OF
GEORGIA that this body does hereby commend and congratulate Skip
Chesshire on being recognized nation-wide for his outstanding abilities and
express our deepest gratitude for his service to the Judicial Branch of the

State of Georgia, to Cobb County, and all of the citizens of this State.

Presented this 28" day of August, 2007

Chief Justice Leah Ward Sears

Chair, Judicial Council of Georgia





